


Determine the main idea of a text 
and explain how it is supported 
by key details; summarize the 
text. 
 
Describe the overall structure 
(e.g. chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a 
text. 
 
Compare and contrast the overall 
structure (e.g. chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in 
a text or part of a text. 
 
Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point(s). 
 
Integrate information from 
several texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably.   
 
Ask and answer such questions as 
who, what, where, when, why, 
and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a 
text.   
 
Refer to details and examples in a 
text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what is to be 
modified. 
 
Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in word 
tense. 
 
Produce complete sentences, 
recognizing and correcting 
inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.   
 
Use correct capitalization. 
 
Use commas and quotation 
marks to mark direct speech and 
quotations from a text. 
 
Use punctuation to separate 
items in a series. 
 
Use a comma to separate an 
introductory element from the 
rest of the sentence. 
 
Use underlining, quotation marks, 
or italics to indicate titles of work. 
 
Use a comma before a 
coordinating conjunction in a 
compound sentence. 
 
Choose words and phrases to 
convey ideas precisely. 
 
Expand, combine, and reduce 
sentences for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and 
style. 





 
Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. 
 
Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduces.   
 
Analyze a case in which two or 
more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic 
and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation. 
 
Determine a theme or a central 
idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the 
text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgements.



what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

CCRS Grades 9-12 
 
Compare the point of view of two 
or more authors for how they 
treat the same or similar topics, 
including which details they 
include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 
 
Compare and contrast treatments 
of the same topic in several 
primary and secondary sources. 
 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or 
sequence of events and explain 



 
Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 



really meant (e.g. satire, sarcasm, 
irony, or understatement).   

Essay Question 
 
Development of a Central 
Position or Claim 


